
 

 GS.5  

GENERAL SERVICES COMMITTEE 
 

Minutes of a Meeting of the General Services Committee held at 6.30pm on Tuesday, 
04 September 2018 in the Town Hall, Banbury. 

 
Present: Councillor Clarke (Chairman) 
 Councillors: Banfield, Cherry, Dhesi, Harrison, Kilsby, Mepham and 

Richards. 
 
Alternate Members: Councillor Donaldson (for Councillor Ilott) and Councillor Wren 

(for Councillor Colgrave) 
 
Officers: Mark Recchia (Town Clerk) 
 Mark Hassall (Deputy Town Clerk & RFO) 
 Mike Hall (Recreation & Amenities Manager) 
                             Glenn Speakman (Planning & Administration Officer) 
 
 

GS.9/18     Apologies for Absence 
Councillors Colegrave and Ilott.  

   
GS.10/18 Declarations of Interest 

 None 
  

GS.11/18 Minutes of the last Meeting 
 

IT WAS RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Meeting on the 5th June be 
approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

 
GS.12/18 Income & Expenditure Report  

The Deputy Town Clerk & RFO updated Members on the report comparing 
year-to-date income and expenditure with the projected annual budget to 22 
August 2018.   
 
Overall the Committees were within forecast.  Underspends versus the 
Projected Annual Budget were £206k, made up of General Services 
underspends of £238k and Resources overspends of (£32k). 
 
General services variances were principally: 
 

 Timing of repositioning of disabled ramp at Southam Rd Cemetery (£3k), 
building rental income forgone (£9k). 

 GM Costs in Cost Centre 110 - awaiting costs relating to 2017/18 auto 
enrolment and national minimum wage claim £11k 

 Potential claim for water costs associated with Bowls Club building 
Peoples Park £5k, earmarked reserve expenditure St Marys wall repairs 
£4k, timing of Oxford Rd & People Park planting schemes (£10k), costs 
associated with play equipment repairs include PDP refurb following an 
insurance receipt in 2017/18 (£18k), increased earmarked expenditure 
replacing Spiceball Park bins and benches (£14k), 

 Timing of receipt for power station connection rights across Spiceball 
Park £75k, and Horton View radiator replacement programme £5k 

 Retention of funds associated with capital works (£20k), and timing of 
Spital Farm Football pitch works £97k. 

 Bus shelter installation timing £5k. 
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 A Member commented on an underspend on the budget for purchase of signs 
and asked that signage be provided to indicate that cycling is not permitted in 
People’s Park. 
 
Members’ attention was also drawn to the release of an earmarked reserve to 
enable the purchase of a new Park Ranger vehicle. 

 
IT WAS RESOLVED to receive and note the Income and Expenditure report.  

 
GS.13/18 Parks and Open Spaces Report 

 The Committee considered a report on the condition of the parks, recreation 
grounds and open spaces in Banbury, including comments and complaints 
received, and on the work of the Park Ranger Service.  
 
The number of queries, comments and complaints received was 56 (compared 
to 62 over the similar period in 2017). In this period there had been a significant 
jump in the numbers of items coming in for anti-social behaviour that included 
complaints about illegally parked travellers and drug/drink related issues. An 
area of complaint was a lack of grass cutting in cemeteries. Another issue was 
a lack of maintenance on Hereford Way and Glyndebourne Gardens which had 
been taken off the programme of work due to the land not being in BTC 
ownership. 

 
Members noted in particular that the incursion of travellers onto Spiceball Park 
and Hanwell Fields Recreation Ground had caused problems.  There had been 
3 instances where travellers had forced entry onto Banbury Town Council sites. 
With the help of the Police and OCC’s Liaison Officer some incursions were 
moved on quite quickly with very little mess, but one occupation at Hanwell 
Fields had required a significant clear up operation.  
 
Other matters covered in the report were: 
 

 An update from BBOWT regarding their “Wild Banbury” project works.  

 Work on the Southam Road cemetery depot continued at a good pace 

 Due to the break in at the Community Garden depot, quotes had been 
sought to install security apparatus. 

 An update on and seeking approval for ringfencing of the funding 
received from gas connection across the park for utility and other 
improvement works in Spiceball Park. 

 An update on and seeking approval for the development of a wheeled 
sports area in Spiceball Park. 

 Footpath repair work had been completed around the War Memorial in 
People’s Park.  

 An update on the potential redevelopment of the Community Garden 
depot. 

 An update on new land at Spital Farm 

 The 2 Tommy statues to commemorate the 100th anniversary of the 
ending of the First World War were set to arrive by the 3rd September. 

 An update on the position of land adoptions currently being explored 
for transfer to Banbury Town Council;  

 Notification of imminent major tree works to be undertaken. 

 The adoption of a new dog/litter bin audit criteria 

 An update on the removal and replacement of the teen shelter at 
Ironstones Park. 

 An update on the play tunnels at Princess Diana park 
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Regarding the community garden, members were reminded that at the June 
Committee officers were requested to identify whether it was viable for this site 
to be converted to provide café and toilet facilities for the park.  Property agents 
White Commercial were asked to undertake a marketing exercise to see 
whether there was any interest in operating such a facility. This had identified 
3 expressions of interest to date, subject to further information being provided. 
Members were happy for this scheme to be worked up in more detail. 

Regarding the proposed replacement teen shelter, members expressed a 
preference for the shelter provided by Autopa but suggested that a consultation 
exercise take place with the intended users prior to a decision being made.  

With regard to the removal of the play tunnels at Princess Diana Park, 
members felt that efforts should be made to find an appropriate replacement 
for this equipment. 

Members also approved the letting of a contract with “fearless ramps” for the 
new Skatepark in Spiceball Park and noted that changes requested by the user 
group had increased the scheme cost to £103K, which was still within the 
project budget. However the user groups requested name for the area of “the 
CQH skate park”, to commemorate former users was not agreed, but instead 
a memorial plaque could be installed.  

 
 IT WAS RESOLVED: 

(1) that the condition of the parks, recreation grounds and open spaces in 
Banbury, including comments and complaints received, and the work of the 
Park Ranger Service, be noted. 

(2) that the update from BBOWT regarding the “Wild Banbury” project be 
noted. 

 
(3) that the update regarding the Capital Projects identified be noted, and the 

Town Clerk be authorised to enter into a contract with Fearless Ramps for 
the provision of a new Skatepark in Spiceball Park. 

(4) that the future use for the Community Garden buildings in People’s Park as 
a potential café be investigated further; 

(5) that the current position and options for use of land at Spital Farm be noted; 

(6) that the location of the two Tommy statues to commemorate the 100th 
anniversary of the ending of the First World War be the War Memorial in 
People’s Park and the entrance into St Mary’s Church, followed by the 
saluting dais in the High Street and the Town Hall. 

(7) that the position of land adoptions currently being explored for transfer to 
Banbury Town Council be noted; 

(8) that the tree work being undertaken across Banbury be noted; 

(9) that the criteria to determine the installation of litter and dog waste bins 
following site audits be approved; 

(10) that a replacement teen shelter at Ironstone Park be installed, subject to 
consultation with users on the final design; 
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(11) that the removal of the tunnels at Princess Diana Park be approved, 
subject to their replacement with suitable alternative equipment where 
appropriate; 

 
 

The Meeting ended at 8.00pm. 


